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All Class Legislation Is Vicious!
¦'As Mr. Gompore, president of the

American Federation of fcabor, has

stated, my record in Conaross shows 1

nave always voted for and advocated
IndslaUon favorable to U* worklngmun.

T wish and.Invito.an examination of .my

record in this respect."
go suvs Hon. Claude A. Swanson, mem-

l,er of Congress from tho Ellth District

of Virginia. It is ono of tlio most re¬

markable statomnnts wc have seen from

tho pen of any l'.ublH ofllclaL. is Mr.

Swanson prepared to say thai be 1ms al¬

ways voted fur nnd aclv.xvvted legislation
favorable to the '..farmers*
Js Mr. Swanson prepared to-say that

ho has always Voted for and' advocated
legislation favorable, to the bankers?
Jb Mr. Swanson'prepared to say that;

Vie'lms always voted, for, and ndvocutcd

legislation favorable to tho railroads?
Is Mr. Swanson prepared to say that

he'has always voted, for. and ndvocated

legislation favorable Wo corporations--in'
general? ...-'"
Is Mr. Swnnsoti prepared to say that

ho has always voted for and-advocated
legislation 'favorable* to the merchants or

to !umy and every-class of '.cltiwrns who

have, applied to Congress .for, legislation
in .their own behojlf?li not, why should he so positively and

emphatically stale that he has.always

unci under all circumstances, and with¬

out qualification and without reference

to the justice or expediency of the^uieus-,
ure. ulwnys voted for and ndvocated
legislation favorable to the worklngmonV
U Ih a fals<: doctrine and utterly vicious,

legislation should bo in tho interest of

:ill: the people. Democracy revolts at

ai; forms Of class icplslnUon. When

any class of citizens-hankers, rallrond
nte'n, farmers, worklngmcn or what not.

make application to a legislative body
lor specific legislation In their own behalf,
tins question to bo considered Is whether
ar'not such legislation is f.-.r tiic public
good. If so, it should be enacted; if not,
if it is in tiic 'intuwart of ono class to

;ho Injury or disadvantage or Injustice
of another class, it should be rejected as

contrary to the very genius of our gov¬

ernment and as subversive of Democratic
principle, public moral- and common ,jus.
lice. .«, .'

Mr, Swansotf h«s made an able and elll-

tic'nt ropriiKentutlyc tti Congress, Ho ii'n.s
many admlrerr, and a largo following
throughout Virginia. Ho is a leader of

public thought. He Is an exemplar in

politic* and public service, nnd lie owes

It to himself, as well as to hlsconstltu-
mcy and to the people of the whole State-,
to esplaiu this broad and unqualified
statement to which bo has committed
himself In tlio public print.

Liquor Question and the Primary
The Times-Dispatch has labored most

assiduously, for tho adoption of the pri¬
mary plan in Virginia, and of course we

knew that the nomination for Governor
was to be made this year by primary, and

not by convention, Tito reference to a

State convention in an article ul" yester¬
day was a mere Inadvertence mode
through force of habit. But this .iocs not

, alter the contention that tho liquor ques-
ktlon will be an issue lit tho forthcoming
^^iia^jli ||| n and Hint tho candidates for

the' nomination will havo to meet It and
declare themselves ona way or the oilier.
The Mann law Ih popular. At the lute, con¬

vention in I/ynchburg of tho Virginia Anil-,
Snloon league it was shown that under

the operation of the jaw retail liquor li¬

censee has been reduced from l.&cii in 1WL'
to 1,106 In jfoi, n total reduction or TOO.
Tho statement was also made llmt in

seventy count lis and three cities in Vir¬
ginia there is not u single licensed sa¬

loon, and that 717 of the 1,J'« saloons arc

In. the eltlce, 173 being In .territory con¬

tiguous tu the titles. Of the remaining
JSu" all but Ihirty-ojio |lrp in nineteen
towns and summer resort*, the other
ihlrty-one being scattered throughout Hie
thirty counties of the Btate,
in view nf thif situation, i» view of the

. operation of the Mann law, is it reason¬

able to presume that the candidates for
I'Jovernor will not bo called upon to tsay
Whether or not they are In favor of a

continuation ut that law, and If any can¬

didate fhould fall to declare himself,
would not hi* chances for the nomination
he pllm'f uud If all the candidate* save

ono should decline to declare themselves,
nnd the one candidate should any that

hp was In favor of continuing und uphold-
'-.' lug the Mann law, is It not fair to pro-
«ume that the candidate m) declaring liitu-

«elf would he Buccessfuriu tlio primary7
There nan bo no doubt that thU ques¬

tion will be an'l¥*ue. and It is qulto cer-

l»iu thai not -villi' Will the i-andl'Jitlw for

tlio gUrjeitiatorirtl nomlnntlon bo compelled
to speak out. but certainly Hi, tho Boyenty.
comities nnd throe cities which art), lipW
without licensed saloons tin?-candidates
far the dohWttl1 Asscmbty wilt also, be
comp'olied '-o make their views known lo
tllO Vult-l-H.
For our purl, wo aro not afraid for the

Democratic party to meet this question
frankly nnd bravely, In tho inst clcOltoii
I he Democratic, .plurality In tlio vote for

r.ongrussinen was 41,271). The Democratic
plurality hi the cities aggregated 11,101,
leaving a not plurality In tho rurnl dis¬
tricts and towns of SO.'lTo. Wo have no

Idea Unit tlio combined forces of the Re-

puhllcatm nnd tho' saloon men of the
cities, granting that such a combination
should bo made, eOtild overcome this plu¬
rality. In spite. o.Mhu fedra of tho News

leader, the .power of. the saloon In Vir¬

ginia is not great enough, ovcii .with, the

help of the 'Republicans, to boat tho true
and tried Democracy of thls'StiUe. Tho
stiloon men' of' Richmond undercook to

capture the government of tho city., nnd
tho people generally dhf not learn of the

movement until very, late in tho cam¬

paign, but ns soon rut they did discover it

they rose-nip in their might and gave
the'saloon forces a signal defeat, and

gave them also a lesson which they will
not soon forget, pur esteemed liolglibor,
the News Leader, played a gallant part
In that fight or the pooplo against the

saloons, and knows how'easy was Iho vic¬

tory.

About Jurors.
In its opinion in tho Medio case, tile

Virginia Court of Appeals hits made a

timely nnd notable deliverance on tho

subject of Uie, qualification of jurors. The

court holds that'the trend of recent do-

cisions Is In tho direction, of extending
rather /than-of limiting the ¦qualification
of jurors by.reason of nny moi-o expres¬
sion of opinion In advance of the- trlnL
"Tlio Stato strains every nerve," says the

eofn-t, "to disseminate Knowledge. I?y
the diffusion of education it hopes to

create a 'higher citizenship und to find the

means of repressing vice and crime; but

if the courts tn'lto tin t.'xtrcme position on

this subject and hold Unit every opinion
shall work a disqualification for servlep
as a juror, tho admlnlstratton oC justice
will be confided,' not to the most intelli¬

gent, but' to the most ignorant of our cit¬
izens'."
The press of Virginia and iiidced. of the

whole country,- bus for years been argu¬

ing against-the absurd doctrine that no

man was qualified to serve on a jury,if
he luid formed or expressed an opinion
concerning tlio' guilt or 'innocence Of a

niun to be tried for.capital offense. In

tills day of ninny newspapers the par¬

ticulars of a murder are always publish¬
ed, and every, intelligent man reads the

"news of the day. Whence reads he must

of necessity'form-some sort of an opin¬
ion whether-or not the person accusod is

guilty, and .to .disqualify him for Juiy
service on that ground would bo to dis¬

qualify every newspaper reader. If that

rule should be enforced It would bo prac¬

tically 'impossiblo to- obtain a jury in any

community to try ainau accused of mur¬

der. If a man should say on oath that

his opinion was so firmly fixed lhnl.lt
could nut be changed by the evidence, of

course, ho would not bo a fit person to

serve. But if ho should state to the
court that, while ho had formed an opin¬
ion, he was able to give tho accused a

fair trial and to render a verdict in ac¬

cordance with tlio evidence, it would be

sheer nonsense to say that lie was not a

competent juror.
The jury system has b:'on thoroughly

tested nnd has proven Itself In the main

to be the best system that tho world has

ever devised, but its efficiency depends
upon the Intelligence and character of the

men who constitute the jury and It should
bo the aim and endeavor of the court to

procure for jury service the best nnd
most intelligent men in the community,
Any rufc! -therefore, which excludes in¬

telligent men and puts Into the jury box

Ignorant men is a rulo which tends to

impair tho efficiency of tho jury sys¬

tem.

Compulsory Education.
Elsewhere In to-day's paper wq print

n. communication from Mr. Rosowoll Pago
on the subject of compulsory education.
It is a. sensible, well considered paper,
and wo commend it to tlio careful atten¬
tion of the people Of Virginia.
For a long time The' Tlmes-Dlspatch

was opposed to compulsory education.
Wo huvo rosonted tho idea of having an

ofllcer of tho law entering tho home of a

citizen, of Virginia and ordering his chil¬
dren to school, with or without tho.oon-
sent. of the parents. This sepmed to us

an unwarranted Invasion of personal
rights,
Hut it must be remembered, anil Hint Is

the phase of the question that has brought
about n ehango of view on our own part,
thut the child has rights which ,-iro no

les« .sacred than those of tho parents.
'Parents liave no right to null trout their

children, mid there is no treatment much
worse than to deprive a child of ills
chance for education.
Time and opportunity lost In childhood

may spur u man oil to Muperhuinan efforts
later In life, but the damage will never
be repaired. No man has a right to re-

fusn to use hi? own opportunities for
self-development, ami hast of nil lias n

parent the right to deny bis child that
chance for growth in power, opportunity'
and happiness which we call education.
Tho conservatism of Virginia will nutko

so radical change ,-ts compulsory educa-
lloii a matter of slow grow Hi, but tho

jiutleu of Virginia parints and the neod.i
of Virginia children will work even this
u-volutlon if an equal chauco for Willi
cation can lie given in no other way t«

every child in the State.

The Dying Jacob.
{S*i«/ci.ed for The Tlines-Dlspittcll.)

"The time drew nigh Hint Israel must
die; and lie culled bis tun. Joseph, and
said unto lihn. If I huve found grace in
thy sight, 1 . . deal kindly und trill)'
wii.li me; bury ine not. 1 pray thee, in
Kgypt. but i wilt He with my father, and
thou Hjiull carry mo out or Egypt, and
bury m« in their burying place. And he

snld, I will do n» thotl.hast milr1."-Clnn.
xlvll. 201,10.,.
Wo have seen Jacob,' n. rttnaWny. n

siriingjeir* iin hlrWlug fliid a prince having
power' With God, MM,' deception*, his
dreams, his prayers, his visions, aro now

closing, and the .sunset Is not. without a

radiant solemnity. i?ti!neh tlyliig .stiii should
bo d teacher df. the.mystcry and grace of
Providence,
We shall now see Jacob, ns we have

never seen him before. Somo men soeitl

to live most wlicn dyJug. Wo see more

of ihem in that Inst dread hour than In

a Whole lire time before; more sweet¬
ness, more feeling after God, moro vcho-
m6nt desire- for things eternal and hettv-

only, nnd mpro purged of self. Hew Id

this? Hypocrisy is not tho exphmation.
Is there not a more excellent wuy, a truer,

deeper, finer nnswer to' the enigma of
that snored und tragic moment?
Who can tell what lights beam, then In

the soul j or what new courngo is being
breathed Into tho heart, timid through
many a woury year? Who/con toll what

tlic dying sec, or what they hoar?
Seventeen years did Israel dwell In the

land of Egypt, far beyond his own ex¬

pectations.
Seventeen years he had nourished Jo¬

seph, and now by way of requital, Joseph
nourished him. How Providence ordered
Jacob's affairs, so that now when he wus

old, arid least able to bear care or fatigue,
ho had least occasion for it, being well
provided for by his son, and that without
his'own1 forecast. Thus God considers und

cares for tho frame of His people.
"Tho-wholo uge of Israel was nn hundred,

'forty .and soven years, and the time drew

nigh that Israel must die." Israel, a prlnco
with God, hud had power over the angel and

provnilod, yet ho must now yield to death.

Who Yean fight, tho army of the years?
Those grim, soldiers never loso a war.

Thoy fire no loud cannon, they use no

vulgar steel, yet they strike with irre¬

sistible, though Invisible, hands. No

nolso, no line of battle, ho leaders, yet
the .silent years' bury tho tumultuous

throng. The strongest tower amongst us

must bo taken down, perhaps a stone at

a time, or'with ono rude shock It falls

to the level ground,, and man must die..

.In Ids dying hour Israel had but ono

favor to ask.''So'it'comes to us all. Wo

who"'havo spent a lifetime In petitions for

assistance have at Inst but ono more re¬

quest to make. ,

Dying words ofton, convoy whole vol¬

umes to' those .standing by and lluk

them with-,the unseen, world of spirits.
"Head of the army"-"Josephlno," fell

from the lips of tho dying Napoleon.
"Let us cross the river and rest under

the shade .of tho .trees," were tho last

words'- of Stonewall Jackson. "Dazzling!
Radiant!" In tones of ocstacy, told to the

watchers the sights which were unfolding
.to. the vls|on..:of ono of. Virginia's mosrt.

distinguished divines.
.'Light, more light)" sal'd Rousseau, bx\-

presslng some necessity which, we must

leave still as a mystery. "Bury mc not,
T pray thee; in Egypt," said the aged
Jacob to his sou, Joseph, "but bury me

In the burying place of my fathers." £
What other home had that Old Testa-

mbht hpro? That graveyard was a holy
placo to him. He must be burled In it
glvon place, marked off and sacredly

guarded. He had not yet, learned that

great truth that all places aro conse¬

crated ground, it" so be that God dig tho

grave and watch It." But with Joseph's
oath tho dying Jacob-was satisfied. '¦

Now the old man will-tell, his .life story
ovor. How will he begin, and whero?
There, are somo graves wo dare not open.

Jacob will begin whore he himself truly
began to be. "God Almighty appeared
unto mo at Day, In the land .'of Canaan,

and blessed me." Not a word about the.

old home" or family or tho old life, but

where he threw ofr tho old man and

started with a brighter, larger self.
We began our true ilfo when God be¬

gan Ills life within tho soul. Tho dead

past must bury its dead. God Himself

has promised never to mention our sins

to us, We must not drug back tho mem¬

ory to-dny of murder, dissipation, blas¬

phemy nnd all manner of wickedness.

Wo are now lhe sons of God, and In His

forgiveness we must rest. Jucob hud no

property to divide. But thero was .some¬

thing better than property ho had to

bequeath. What a will wob his! Ho was

his own distributor, already enriching ills
sons with an inheritance far bolter than

mensurable-lands or piled up coffers.
What havo you to leave to your chil¬

dren and to your friends? You can leave

them an inheritance Incorruptible, imde-

fiied, and that ftidoth not away.bright
memories of love nnd sacred sympathy,
prayers that filled the now life .with hope,
forgiveness that brought heaven to earth
and made pardoned souls, feel as If thoy
had seen their Father In heaven; a great
will nnd eternal suUstance.an Imperish-
ublo legacy.
Now hit Israel die! Bury tho old man

whero he asks to be. Whenever such a

man is buried, now that God lias wrought
the good in him nnd extracted the ovllj
swoct flowers must grow-dSden must

begin,

At no distant day tho man who reads

the newspapers and is posted ,ns to what
is going on In tho country, will bo sought
out as tlio only sort, of man competent
to sit,upon a Jury.' The strange thing Is,
why it l«" not so now'..Raleigh Times,

it Is getting so in Virginia. Vide the

decision of the Supreme Court of Ap¬
peals in tlio Medio case.

After looking over the field, so to speak,
the AUuntn Constitution predicts that
there will bo more diversified farming In

THE DOCTORS AND MINISTERS.
Beo. wliui they euy uboiit tlio great valui

of Otturburn Lit hid Water. Dr. Vf.'U. Robln-
«0|i, (if Dun vide, siiyu I h&vo "'M all tlio
¦wnt'-rs In Virginia, und have found none ho

i effluent us Ot.erliurn l-lthlu. 'Hie Bev. (Ko.
(!oop r ouys I have tried many other water*,
hut not-e were no ncnefloiul. Pi", 'f. II, OH tin,
of Plilludulplilu, nays In my liumls UN effe.'-is
Imvf been marvelous. Dr. Q, J. Carloton. of
Wellington, Kuyv I li+vo prescribed It In a
ureal muny canes of Iinllgnutlon, Kidney anil
Liver Troulilea, uiiil !t linn not disappointed
ultli.r myself or putlenU In a single Instance.
Fresh from springs dully.

THAW & GRANT,
1100 Cast Main Street.

tttm rmmaon w*
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Veltf Joe"
whlmkey
It'm worth
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bluthenthal & bickart

mtlanta

the South'this year than over before in
the .history of Southern agriculture; rind
that, ,di.vcrs1ricati;6n will win tho cotton
flglil..! '.% i;"."'.'
Out lti-Indiana tho other day, a mulo

kicked ,.a, man'¦ to death because ho tried
to mako .the,': beast drink water.Jt Is need¬
less to .add'i that tho mule had-.been.,re¬
cently, imported from Kentucky.

Nlnotcon'. girls have been expelled from
relte's.. if'",tho; cigarettes .were'inudo df
u Connecticut collego for smoking clgu-
Conne"ctictit.-tpbucco, they ought to have
been .mobbed after expulsion.
A wireless"' burglar alarm is tho latest

alleged Invention. If it can bo worked by
tho man who lias been compelled to put
his hands-in the air, 11 will bo a suc¬

cess.

Prophet Dowlo blessed Richmond all
right, but even with tho help of that
glorious winter climate of Florida, ho
could not lt'eep the dyspepsia out of his
own way.

Tlie police ,of. Elgin, 111., have a tough
job on their, hands, and one doomed to
failure. They bavo been ordered io sup¬
press flirting hi Unit town.

According to the latest government sta¬
tistics, Undid' Samuel is-, paying out' only
fourteen cents,'n head, per day, to keep
his soldiers wfeil fed. ...

The cotton acreage has been malerlully
cut down, oh paper. Tho business, us it
will be transacted In the field, Is yet to
be heard from/

'Arizona and New Mexico are still hold¬
ing out against fusion.

THE CbNTFEDlRATES RIGHT,
DECLARES A UNION SOLDIER
The Confcde'rato editor of The Tlmns-

Dlspateh Is In receipt of ii.letter from a
weil-known Mussacnusetts -man, who
writes:

1 am very much interested in the Con¬
federate side of the war, and although a
Ynnkeel who was on the. Federal skin, I
now bolleve that the' South was right
and-made a. heroic defence against over¬

whelming numbers. I would bo pleased
if General Hoke or some other gentleman-
who was connected with the operations'
around Little Washington. N. C. would
write an article and give the reason

why tho Confederates' did not take ad¬
vantage of IhC situation, as thoy could
have captured General. Foster una his
forcen without doubt. 1 would bo pleased
to take fifty copies of your paper con¬

taining such an article.

An Editor's Protest.
Editor of The'Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.In your Issue of January t'otli the

leading editorial is headed: "Go It, Dono-
hool Go it, Luwson!" and has reference
to Lawson ami ids critics In the discus¬
sion of "Frenzied Finance." As tlio
Donohou engaged In said controversy is

not clearly indicated, I hope my friends
\.ill not bo misled nnd imagine that'.I
have become involved In the discussion,
although they should know Unit I never
"claw the atmosphere" In that fantastic
"'J'10' *

,. -,.,
Tho question of "Fronvilod Finance,

as it concerns a newspaper man, hns no

connection whatever with the term us

understood In Wall Street. The frater¬
nity will vote "aye" unanimously on

that proposition,
Yours very truly.

R. It. DONOI1OI0,
' Editor Fairfax Herald.

Compulsory Education.
Editor of Tins Tlmcs-Dispatelr.
Sir..Behoving that tlio time lias come

when our public school system should
bo made bettor use of, I give It as my

[host Judgment, after careful study and
observation of tho situation, Unit the law
should bo so amended as to require
parents and guardians to send their chil¬
dren ana wards to school under proper
restrictions.
The objections lu- such a proposition

1st. The curtailment of personal lib-

i!d, That, such a law would educate
the negro children nnd thus Intensify the
raco Issue. S

3d. That the want of books, and tlio In¬
ability of parents and guardians to sup-,
ply them to largo families would work a
hardship in many cases.

.ith. That the distances from school
would render such laws Ineffectual in
sparsely settled localities.

fith. Tlini it Is unusual, and foreign
to our previous ideas and experience.
The answer to Iho first objection is

found in tho doctrine of public policy,
ami iho necessity of surrendering some

individual rights for the general good,
Of course, there Is no expectation' of

requiring every child to be sent to lue

public schools, but thill children between
certain iigus ttiall bo sent to noma school,
subject, of course, lo proper exceptions
nnd restrictions.
The answer to the second objection Is

found In the fact that Hio negro children
are sent to school In many cusps and the
White children aro kept at home. at' this
fact I can testify of my own knowledge.
The fact Unit the law should require chil¬
dren to In, sent lo school would not af¬
fect any apportionment of the Bcjiopl
funds. That might bo made, 4f "desirable,
for, Of course, such a requirement would
only avail while the school were in ses¬

sion.
Tho answer to the third objection is:

That this Is a -mutter of detail and can
be met In different ways, ThO most ruui-

caj, way Is lo furnish book* to iho cliil-
dr«m where thoy cannot bo otherwise se¬

cured. And yet there "h> no vital reu-

son why the, State, county or district
should not furnish books, fls1 welt ns

houses, fires, equipment nnd teachers,
The answer 16 the fourth, objection Is

h matter df detail. Hnir a. mile Is tod ttit
for it parent who wants'his boy to work.
Five miles wn« not too far* in ri. ease t
have known, where parents wero wlso
nnd unselflshi
The thnthvi'r to tho fifth objection 1« per¬

haps the Vntist-rtllllcult to give, Our peo¬
ple-nro it coiiServntivC peiple, nfid the
Met that neorlfiln'tiling has not been
done' in" 111ways a most potent argument
..'.gainst lis ever,bcliig done, -j

C't course, each of these obJnctlonB
will havti iirdt'iu, supporters. ,'"
Tlio first will appear to those patriots

lo whohi any thought Of personal restric¬
tion upoii'lhtv right of man to do,what
lie will with his invti irntost annoying.
.Tlio second will-nppool to thpso who

I'rttr negro domination and to whom, the
.thought of a 'nogro'H being-nblu to rem*
and write Is iiibftt (Pntros'siv.p. Many -if
these, comparing tho 111 manners of the
younger generation; who enhV. road and
write,/with, the'-lgdntl mnmnors of. Ire
old negroes, who colild not read find
write, arc apt'to lay It, to J.ko.JiUloedii--.
cation they have mthcr'than to tho want
of proper training.
The, third Objection will appeal to cer¬

tain tax-iitiyers, ', ,:

The-fourth will, be raised by Hie .pa¬
rents who'do' not Wish to sond their
olilldritiv to school for ono cause or nii-
other.
And tho fifth objection will nppcul. to

mnnyiof the wise aiid.ijood of the State
who are content to let well enough alone.
Of course, those parents who now stnd
their 'children to school will barely ilnd
fuult with" such a law, unless upon somo

of the grounds already Mentioned. Nor

may such a change appear An necessary
to thoso who live in town-whera tho need
of the schools Is known audi appreciated,
and tho,habit of going to school is'gen¬
erally apprdvod. ,,,

The advantages of this proposition,
wlilch I'think far outweigh the objections
to It, are: .',...
1st: The. benefit to the children who aio,

to constitute the State in-tho future.
Mi; Tlio Improvement of tho present

schools. '

,

3d; The advancement of education.
4th.' The good of tbo State at present. ,

"Bth.'Its'future welfare.
It may surprise you, but T "have within

the last few months hud a worthy mart

to toll me, when I urged him Id'send
his children to school, Hint ho did not
believe in education. At other limes I
have been referred to a successful coun¬
tryman, who could not writo his name,

as' ovlderico of the usolessnoss of educa¬
tion. .,

Tho rlrst consideration In every family
should bo the welfare of tho child. Upon
him depends iho perpetuity of the race.

THO State must In the future look to him
as much us tho father and mother must
for Its support and maintenance. As lie
Is left to grow up in Ignorance, tho fam¬
ily, neighborhood and State will suffer.
What is the use of the Stale supplying

schools, if the selfishness, Ignorance, pre¬
judice or oven tho poverty of the parent
Is to prevent their, usefulness?
Tho parent wants- his child to work

when he ought to be at school. It Is as

was once said by a great Virginian, 'grind¬
ing tho need corn." The parent never had

any education himself, and does not know
its value, £b he lets the boy hunt and
fish and loaf when ho ought to be at
school. The child grows up In Idleness and
tho Stale loses a thrifty If not a worthy
citizen. .

The parent does not like the school su¬

perintendent, or'tlio school trustee or tho

school teacher, and the child Is kept from
school. The Stato loses a worthy citizen
of broad view, and often gains a narrow-

minded, selfish, brutish citizen, who goes
.through lire.scolding ami abusing every¬
thing and everybody.
Tho second advantage that would nrlso

from a well considered law compelling tho
sending/of children to school under cer¬

tain restrictions would be tho Improve¬
ment of tho present schools. This, I be¬
lieve, is self-evident. It Is much easier
to get and keep a good teacher for a

school that Is well attended and whero
the authority of the teacher can be exer¬

cised, without infringing upon the deli¬
cate views of certain patrons of the
school, than it is to have a teacher come
to a school whose existence Is at the
whim or caprice of the patrons of such
school. If such a -law was passed the
community would tuke a greater interest
in the schools and would demand that
they be made as good as possible.
The third advantage of such a law

would be the advancement fo education
tn the Stato. This, too, appears self-
evident, for as soon as the children of tho
State get In the habit of going to school
the light of learning will shine abroad and
the love of learning will take possession
of the community, and every high school,
academy, college and university will find
its rolls Increased, and the shops, forges,
^manufactories and farms will bo worked
by boys and men of Intelligence and
thrift'; and peace and happiness will abide
In the homes of Iho people. That such
n. condition will come to tho good of the
State both present and future seems a

corrallnry from what has been said. Tho
experience of the other States whero
such law.s have prevailed should havo
great weight. There Is abundant proof
that a Stato composed of educated peo¬
ple Is richer and more productive In mate¬
rial things than are those whero the peo¬
ple are uneducated. And how much
richer must such a Stato be in mental
and moral results?
Much is said and written about Im¬

proving tho schools of the State, but I
dure say that such improvement Is a

theory until somo plan can bo hit upon
which v.ill render possible any such im-
'provcivnt. A school without pupils is
"as hopeless as a school without a teacher.
The bright-eyed boys und girls of the
Statu whom one sees ns ho travels
through the county, growing up In Idle¬
ness and Ignorance within reach of school*
of which thoy know nothing, und for
which their parents' care nothing, call
upon till good men to do what they can to
s'uvo thom and thus save- the Slate .which
wu nil love so ardently.,

Respect fully, ,

," . KOSWELL PAGE.'
Oakland, Hanover Co,, Va,'

Vigorous Rubbing with the
CELEBRATED

NERVE arid
'bone

will euro Pains, Sprains, Strains
nnd all Hhouniatlc Pains.
llest on Earth for Man and

Boast.
Tlio Bonuine Is sold overywhero

for 20 cents for a largo bottle.
Trial size, 15 ceuts.

&
DRUG CO.,

Richmond, - Virginia.

The Results of Systematic Saving
COMPUTATIONS SHOWING ACCOJJU.^ LATIONS Or MONTHLY SAVINGS
DEPOSITS
of Ono to twenty Dollars lu Ono to tflvo Years, when I titer,
est is Compounded Seml-Annunlly atU nor cent, per annum,

1 Year 2 Veara

Tni.oi
123.78.
148.B4
"T7§".29_
"198.06
222.01
.247.67
272.33"
~2977~~
"321.85"

~12."1?
"'a4*.39
38:68

"48.78'
'.6,97'
"73,17
"83.36"
"97,66
'109,76
12T9T**

"T34.14
146.34
158,53
"170.73"
182.92"
198.12
207^31"119,67
231.70
"243.91"

34Q.02
"37i'."3'r
"390.13"
"420.90""
j443.88470.4 f"
495.18

It has been our pleasnnt fortune to nsslst many along the road to
nrosnorlty Cut out this table, of figures ttbovo and let It serve as .

reminder to lay asido a portion of your earnings regularly.
Ono dollar will,start an account horo, by mull or in person.

PLANTERS NATIONAL BANK,
SAVINGS DEPATITMENT. '

.

TWELFTH A.NU MAIN 8T11BET8, mCHMOND, VA.
CAPITAL. WOO.OOO.OO.

SUltPLUS AND PKOFITS. |S«0,000.00.

SHORT TALKS ON RAILROADS.
Shall the Block System Be Made Compulsory?

Shall tho railroads bo compelled to In¬
stall the blo<-!t system everywhere? Tho
Interstate Coinmc'rco Commission says un¬

hesitatingly "Yos." Otherwise answers

Colonel It. 6. Front in a clcar-hoadpd,
dlspasstonnlo anil able urtlclo,, which wo

print to-day. Especlail valuo Is lent this
article from tho fact that tho writer is

a high officer in the employment of

the Union Switch and Signal- Company.
Colonel Trout is, therefore, arguing
against a Inw whoso enactmont would

greatly increase tho sales of his com¬

pany. This sliinti Is fully in accord with

tho character «* the writer who lias nl-

roady given proof of his bravery .by Ills

distinguished services In thp army of tho

Soudan under Chlncso Cordon.
Now York, Dec. IB, 1D01.

To tho-Kdltor of Tho Railroad Gazette:
The Interstate Commerce Commission

has repeatedly asked for the enactment
of a Fodorat law,, which would compel
the railroads to protect their linos, by,
block signals, and the President Ins
recommended such an act. The railroad
commissioners of some of the States, und
various State officials, have also urged
compulsory block signalling. Tho dis¬
tressing list of .accidents for the last

year or two has .given new force to this
.movement. Somo i-export observers -J.at

'Washington think that no l<>dcral legis¬
lation for block signaling will be had
this-winter; but they may be mistaken;
ana it will be wonderful If there la no

such legislation In some of tho States.
In times past I have expressed the

opinion that a Federal act to compel the
railroads to signal their tracks, would
bo unconstitutional, and X- havo always
expressed tho opinion that either Fed¬
eral or State legislation would be inex¬
pedient and unfortunate. I still hold those
opinions, and for certain special rc.i-t
sons, a few of your readers muy be in¬

terested to. know why. At leasl I may
Pirovoke discussion that will lead lo-
wurds tho formation of eorrecj. opinion,
"Wo-'rnust assume that the President

and tho commissioners havo taken legal
opinion; and It may seem impertinent
to raise the constitutional question. Yet,
an act to control signals by Federal
power seems, a plain Invasion of thu
rights of the States. The. constitutional
..ght of Congress to regulate commerce
between the. States has been made to
cover power brakes und automatic coup-
lei's, arid it is assumed that by analogy
It; should cover block signals; but there
Is no real analogy. A brake or a coup¬
ler cannot be changed al tho Stale line,
but continues to operate throughout tho
entire'Journey of the car engaged In in
tcrstnle commerce. Congress, by Its on
Btitutlonul rigid to regulate commerce be¬
tween the bttites, may say that a ear

starting In Pennsylvania must be made
stifo for Its -journey through ->ow Jer¬
sey and into New York. At least, Con¬
gress bus, said so, and most of our fol-
low-clt,lisens aciiuiesce. But tho safety
of a car moving across Now Jersey Is not
a bit nrteeted by tho presenco or nb-
sonco of signals in Pennsylvania. It is

said that the car In Pennsylvania carries
passengers or things destined for New
Jersey, nnd Is doing Interstate' commerce;
hence Its safety In Pennsylvania niay
properly come Under the care of tho Ken-
em! government, This doctrhio Is Inud-
mlsslMu if wo are to keep the sclfnmo
of federated society, under which wo

started, and which we have been Inught
from childhood, Is the most perfect form
of government that the mind of man

ever devise,! or carried Into action. If
Congress, in tho exercise qf Its "power to

rcgi'.lato commerce between the States,
mny enter a Statu lo proscribe ono fix¬
ture on the soil of that State, It may in¬

vade tin.' State to proscribe another. 1.1
may require that switches be Interlock¬
ed and signalled. It may scrutinize tracks
and bridges and fix standards »C epnstruo-
tlon and maintenance. These are ele¬
ments of safety no less Important limn
block. signals, Hut what shall wo do If
the opinion or tho people of Mnwsnohu-i
setts or of the people of Indiana, as

expressed through their Legislature, tilt-
fers from the opinion of tho nation, fis
expressed through Congress?

It must bo tlio duty of tho State to pro¬
tect thu people traveling within its. hoi;.
ilers, and to deliver thom safely lit the
State line, and until tlio State -govern¬
ment breaks down thu Federal govern¬
ment bus no right to Interfere. This si-mus

to mo to sum up tlio Fedora] situation
In tho matter of block signals, but 1 can¬

not protend to be a constitutional lawyer,
dr any other kind of lawyer, and I Imvo
probably missed tho point.

If the Fedurul Congress has no right
to Invade tlio Slates, and order hloeu
signals to bo placed on their soil, at
least tlio States themselves may require
block sigmils within their, respective bor¬
ders. Hut the expediency of.this Is ul

least qucstioiuible,
Block signals aro only one element

of safety. Many people aro killed wild
Injured for luck of inler'.ocking; many
others aro killed and Injured in derail¬
ments duo to bad track; and still other
casualties are duo to Inadequate brhlfvos.
Much of the greatest mortality on rail¬
roads is among trespassers on the' right?
of-way, and among eareletjs passers at
hlgiiwuy crossings, if the Stato begins
thV protection *f people on the rullroiuls,

where shall it slop? Surely it should not
stop short of tho control of IntcrlocKlnx
and of permanent way und structures;
and It should not stop short of protect¬
ing railroads against trespassers, and ires-
pas.sers against themselves. But this i*
only the beginning' of Stato control, it.
is .a commonplace-that signals will not ho
displayed or "obeyed without discipline,
and that track and structures will not
be maintained without discipline, but
thero Js great reason to bellevo that to
a gradual let-down of discipline, more
than to all other causes, is due that
increase of accidents which has alarmed
the public; and there aro many railroad
officers who hold, whether correctly or
not, that this let-down of discipline >s
principally duo to the Influence of (ho
unions.' If then, tho Stale is going lo"
step In and prescribe menus of safety. It,
cannot with propriety overlook discipline
und tho ugonclus whteli ure acting to
undermine it. Back of all Is tho general
manager with bis Kune'rltitendents. If
'these gentlemen ure incompetent, no ex.
pOndKuro for safety appliances, no pre¬
cautious designed to Improve discipline,
will bo of much use.- The State must ex¬
tend its control to tho superior officers
of tho railroads, and Insure their fitness
for the great responsibilities of their
posts.
In .short, there Is no logical stopping,

plnce this side of that complete control
of railroads which bus been so thorough¬
ly and admirably put in practice in Ger¬
many, and five minutes of reflection will;
stiillsfy any one. but a confirmed Bo-.
clnllsl, that for auch a degree. 01 'Stale-
control, wo are entirely 'unfitted by habit,
by temperament', and by social and polltl-'
cnl organization and 'methods. We, like
the English, are accustomed to meet our,
emergencies lis Ihey arise.. Perhaps"; we

might profitably do as tho iMiglluli havo
done, nnd attempt somo control with an.
arbitrary-line far short of complete Stale
control of .tlte railroads. But It Is tr.y
fixed belief that tho more liberty' "wo
leave to the railroads, tho more efficient'
and economical Service we shall got. Th it
Is tho great lesson of the history of rail¬
road development In our land. On the
other hand, the present disposition of lite'
people Indicates that If tho rnllroidj
would retain that liberty, they must de¬
serve It.

II. G. PKOUT.

Is Still Living.
Editor of Tho Tlnies-Dlspateb:

Sir..-In Colonel J. C. Cilbsun's article
In the Confederate column of January'
12, 11105, on the "Leu to tlie Rear" in¬
cident, he says that Sergeant Wil¬
liam A. Compton. of Company TV
''Forty-ninth Virginia Regiment, the-
man that led aenornl Lee's horse to tlvi'
rear, at the battle of Spotsylvunia,( May
U, 1801. is d<-ud, I therefore request you;
to covrrct that statement, vfhlcli Is a mis-,
iluke and feel sure that Colonel Gibson
and nil of Mr. Campion's friends will lip,:
glad tt- learn that the hitter Is still llv-...
Ing and Is an active ..business man la'
Front Iloynl, Va., to-day. -.

Yours truly,
It. D. FUNKHOUSETt.

Miiurertown, Va., Jan. 23, 1901.

It Seems a Hard
Lesson to Learn,

but Iho economical should
study until they master tho
tusk. Cheapness in buy¬
ing a piano moans nothing
when you got an instrument
that will soon wear thin in
tone and bo a source of
constant annoyance, Bet¬
ter pity a fair price and got

Stieii Piano
If you do you will havo

an instrument Hint will be
a pleasure and a comfort
to you all tho days of your
life, Wo sell then) from
ttti.oo to iprt.00 on cash or
eusy payments.

STUFF,
{J07 K, Uroml Ktroot,

.1, K, IHJNUAK, »|gr.,


